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Bava Batra 73b

And Rabba bar bar Hana said: Once we
were traveling in the desert and we were
accompanied by a certain Arab who
would take dust and smell it and say: This
is the road to such and such a place, and
that is the road to such and such a place.
We said to him: How far are we from
water? And he said to us: Bring me dust.
We brought it to him, and he said: Eight
parasangs. Later, we said this a second
time, and gave him dust, and he said to us
that we are at a distance of three
parasangs. I switched the type of dust to
test him, but I could not confuse him, as
he was an expert in this matter.

Bava Batra 73b

That Arab said to me: Come, I will show
you the dead of the wilderness, i.c., the
Jewish people who left Egypt and died in
the wilderness. I went and saw them; and
they had the appearance of one who is
intoxicated,

Bava Batra 74a

and they were lying on their backs. And
the knee of one of them was elevated, and
he was so enormous that the Arab entered
under his knee while riding a camel and
with his spear upright, and he did not
touch him. I cut one corner of the sky-
blue garment that contains ritual fringes of
one of them, and we were unable to walk.
The Arab said to me: Perhaps you took
something from them? Return it, as we
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know by tradition that one who takes
something from them cannot walk. I then
returned the corner of the garment, and
then we were able to walk.

Bava Batra 74a

When I came before the Sages, they said
to me in rebuke: Every Abba is a donkey,
and every bar bar Hana is an idiot. For the
purpose of clarifying what halakha did you
do that? If you wanted to know whether
the halakha is in accordance with the
opinion of Beit Shammai or in accordance
with the opinion of Beit Hillel, as to
whether there are four or three threads and
joints in ritual fringes, in that case there was
no need to take anything with you, as you
should have simply counted the threads
and counted the joints.
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Sukkah 56a

The standard procedure was that the
members of the incoming watch divide the
shewbread in the north section of the
courtyard, and the outgoing watch in the
south. However, there was one exception:
The watch of Bilga, due to a penalty
imposed upon it, always divides the
shewbread to its members in the south,
even when it is the incoming watch. And its
ring used to facilitate slaughter of the
animals was fixed in place, rendering it
useless, and its niche among the niches in
the wall of the Chamber of Knives, where
the priests would store their knives and
other vessels, was sealed.

Sukkah 56b

We learned in the mishna that Bilga always
divides the shewbread in the south, even
when it is the incoming watch. The Gemara
elaborates: The Sages taught in a baraita:
There was an incident involving Miriam,
the daughter of a member of the Bilga
watch, who apostatized and went and
married a soldier [sardeyot] serving in the
army of the Greek kings. When the Greeks
entered the Sanctuary, she entered with
them and was kicking with her sandal on
the altar and said: Wolf, wolf [lokos], until
when will you consume the property of
the Jewish people, and yet you do not
stand with them when they face exigent
circumstances? And after the victory of the
Hasmoneans over the Greeks, when the
Sages heard about this matter and how she
denigrated the altar, they fixed the ring of
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the Bilga watch in place, rendering it
nonfunctional, and sealed its niche.
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Chullin 7a

Rabbi Yirmeya said to Rabbi Zeira: And
perhaps it was not on Rabbi Meir’s mind,
and his attention was diverted when he ate
the leaf. Rabbi Zeira answered: Now, since
even with regard to the animals of the
righteous, the Holy One, Blessed be He,
does not generate mishaps through them,
is it not all the more so true that the
righteous themselves would not experience
mishaps?

Chullin 7a

§ The Gemara asks: What is the reference
to animals of the righteous, about whom it
is stated that God does not generate mishaps
through them? It is based on the incident
where Rabbi Pinehas ben Y2’ir was going
to engage in the redemption of captives,
and he encountered the Ginai River.

Chullin 7a

He said to the river: Ginai, part your water
for me and I will pass through you. The
river said to him: You are going to
perform the will of your Maker and I am
going to perform the will of my Maker, to
flow in my path. With regard to you, it is
uncertain whether you will perform His
will successfully, and it is uncertain whether
you will not perform His will successfully. I
will certainly perform His will successfully.
Rabbi Pinehas ben Y?'ir said to the river: If
you do not part, I will decree upon you
that water will never flow through you.
The river parted for him.
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Chullin 7a

There was a certain man who was carrying
wheat for the preparation of matza for
Passover. Rabbi Pinehas ben Y'ir said to
the river: Part your waters for that person
too, as he is engaged in the performance of
a mitzva. The river parted for him. There
was a certain Arab [taya’a] who was
accompanying them. Rabbi Pinchas ben
Y2'ir said to the river: Part your waters for
that person too, so that he will not say: Is
that what one does to a person who
accompanies him? The river parted for
him.

Chullin 7a

Rav Yosef said: How great is this man,
Rabbi Pinehas ben Ya'ir, greater than Moses
and the six hundred thousand who left
Egypt, as there, at the Red Sea, the waters
parted one time, and here the waters parted
three times. The Gemara asks: And
perhaps here too, the waters parted one
time, and the river began to flow again only
after all three of them passed. Rather, this
man was as great as Moses and the six
hundred thousand children of Israel.

Chullin 7a

After crossing the river, Rabbi Pinehas ben
Y2'ir happened to come to a certain inn
[ushpiza]. His hosts cast barley before his
donkey for him to eat. The donkey did not

eat it.

Chullin 7b

The hosts sifted the barley with a utensil,
but the donkey did not eat it. They
separated the chaff from the barley by
hand, but the donkey did not eat it. They
wondered why the donkey would not eat
the barley. Rabbi Pinehas ben Y2'ir said to
his hosts: Perhaps the barley is not tithed.
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They tithed it and the donkey ate it. Rabbi
Pinehas ben Ya'ir said: This poor animal is
going to perform the will of its Maker,
and you are feeding it untithed produce?
Rabbi Zeira was referring to this donkey
when it spoke of God preventing mishaps
from occurring through animals of the
righteous.
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Makkot 24a

§ Apropos tribulations of exile and hope for
redemption, the Gemara relates: And it
once was that Rabban Gamliel, Rabbi
Elazar ben Azarya, Rabbi Yehoshua, and
Rabbi Akiva were walking along the road
in the Roman Empire, and they heard the
sound of the multitudes of Rome from
Puteoli at a distance of one hundred and
twenty mil. The city was so large that they
were able to hear its tumult from a great
distance. And the other Sages began
weeping and Rabbi Akiva was laughing.
They said to him: For what reason are you
laughing? Rabbi Akiva said to them: And
you, for what reason are you weeping?
They said to him: These gentiles, who
bow to false gods and burn incense to
idols, dwell securely and tranquilly in this
colossal city, and for us, the House of the
footstool of our God, the Temple, is burnt

Makkot 24b

by fire, and shall we not weep? Rabbi
Akiva said to them: That is why I am
laughing. If for those who violate His
will, the wicked, it is so and they are
rewarded for the few good deeds they
performed, for those who perform His
will, all the more so will they be rewarded.

Makkot 24b

The Gemara relates another incident
involving those Sages. On another occasion
they were ascending to Jerusalem after the
destruction of the Temple. When they
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arrived at Mount Scopus and saw the site
of the Temple, they rent their garments in
mourning, in keeping with halakhic
practice. When they arrived at the Temple
Mount, they saw a fox that emerged from
the site of the Holy of Holies. They began
weeping, and Rabbi Akiva was laughing.
They said to him: For what reason are you
laughing? Rabbi Akiva said to them: For
what reason are you weeping? They said to
him: This is the place concerning which it
is written: “And the non-priest who
approaches shall die” (Numbers 1:51), and
now foxes walk in it; and shall we not
weep?

Makkot 24b

Rabbi Akiva said to them: That is why I
am laughing, as it is written, when God
revealed the future to the prophet Isaiah:
“And I will take to Me faithful witnesses
to attest: Uriah the priest, and Zechariah
the son of Jeberechiah” (Isaiah 8:2). Now
what is the connection between Uriah and
Zechariah? He clarifies the difficulty: Uriah
prophesied during the First Temple period,
and Zechariah prophesied during the
Second Temple period, as he was among
those who returned to Zion from Babylonia.
Rather, the verse established that
fulfillment of the prophecy of Zechariah is

dependent on fulfillment of the prophecy
of Uriah.

Makkot 24b

In the prophecy of Uriah it is written:
“Therefore, for your sake Zion shall be
plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall
become rubble, and the Temple Mount as
the high places of a forest” (Micah 3:12),
where foxes are found. There is a rabbinic
tradition that this was prophesied by Uriah.
In the prophecy of Zechariah it is written:
“There shall yet be elderly men and
elderly women sitting in the streets of
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Jerusalem” (Zechariah 8:4). Until the R2PY UANMTI RPY 12 1R 710
prophecy of Uriah with regard to the NN
destruction of the city was fulfilled I was

afraid that the prophecy of Zechariah

would not be fulfilled, as the two

prophecies are linked. Now that the

prophecy of Uriah was fulfilled, it is

evident that the prophecy of Zechariah

remains valid. The Gemara adds: The Sages

said to him, employing this formulation:

Akiva, you have comforted us; Akiva, you

have comforted us.

Makkot 24b 2 7”2 N1on
We will return to you and we have acquired

Tractate Makkos.
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